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Rattling the Bay Area 
25 years ago, the 6.8-6.9 
magnitude Loma Prieta 
earthquake served as a 
reminder that California is 
prone to national disaster 
and set the tone for building 
improvements at San Jose State.
The earthquake caused 63 
deaths, 3,757 injuries and nearly 
$6 billion in property damage 
throughout the Bay Area. 
The Loma Prieta earthquake 
was the largest earthquake 
on the San Andreas fault 
since the Great San Francisco 
Earthquake in April 1906, 
according to United States 
Geological Survey (USGS).
The San Jose State campus 
was lucky to only have minimal 
damage, but the campus still 
shook and the damages seen 
around the Bay Area set a new 
standard in building safety 
codes.
James Walsh, who was the 
dean of social sciences at the 
time, was in his office advising 
a graduate student on grant 
applications when the quake 
hit.
“The 1906 earthquake 
immediately came to mind,” 
Walsh said. “I thought of 
the images of destruction in 
San Francisco and collapsed 
buildings as my office in the 
Business Tower was shaking.”
Walsh made his way to the 
Seventh Street garage when the 
shaking subsided, and he felt 
an aftershock that triggered 
the low-tech car alarms at the 
time. When he returned to his 
office a few days later, it was in 
shambles.
“Everyone became a 
little more conscious of how 
dangerous an earthquake can 
be,” Walsh said. “The garages 
became retrofitted after the 
earthquakes in preparation of 
something similar happening.”
Cal Stevens, now an 
emeritus of the geology 
department, was in his office 
on the third floor of Duncan 
Hall when the earthquake 
struck. He and his secretary 
hung on to the door frame 
while the floor shook.
“Certainly San Jose State 
is more aware of the potential 
danger than previously,” 
Stevens said. “Clearly the Bay 
Area is better prepared, just 
look at the new Bay Bridge.”
Current geology professor 
of 40 years at San Jose State, 
Dave Andersen, said there 
was retrofitting done to the 
foundation of Duncan Hall.
“There were some major 
renovations done that we had 
to listen to while school was in 
session,” Andersen said. “They 
brought in loud jack hammers 
to build new supportive 
pillars.”
San Jose State went 
through numerous seismic 
improvement projects since 
the earthquake in 1989.
Christopher Brown 
associate vice president of 
Facilities Development and 
Operations, provided the 
list of retrofitted buildings 
on campus which can be 
seen in an infographic 
online.
Nancy Shostak is a lecturer 
in the geology department 
and teaches a course on 
earthquakes and volcanoes.
Shostak said the Loma 
Prieta earthquake is considered 
a major damaging earthquake 
because of its high magnitude, 
and we’re currently in the 
uncertainty window of 
the next major damaging 
earthquake.
In the next 30 years, there’s 
a 62 percent chance of an 
earthquake the magnitude of 
Loma Prieta hitting the Bay 
Area, and an almost virtual 
certainty that it will occur 
somewhere in California, 
according to Shostak.
“There’s been improvement 
in flexibility of infrastructure 
and utility gas pipes along major 
faults like the Hayward Fault, and 
San Francisco has lead by example 
in revamping housing safety 
code in preparation of future 
earthquakes,” Shostak said.
The underground parking 
lots of many homes and 
apartments in San Jose are 
vulnerable to collapsing in an 
earthquake.
“At some point, housing will 
be safe, but we’re not there yet,” 
said Shostak. “It might require 
another earthquake for housing 
code to finally be revamped.”
Geology lecturer Joe Petsche 
was 10 years old the day of 
the earthquake, and that day 
played a big roll in his interest in 
becoming a geologist.
“The legacy of the Loma 
Prieta quake is subtle,” Petsche 
said. “We didn’t start to see 
metal jackets protecting the 
concrete support columns of 
elevated freeways until the 
nineties.”
According to Shostak, 
the Hayward Fault that runs 
through the hills of San 
Francisco, the East Bay and 
San Jose experiences a major 
earthquake roughly every 160 
years. The last one being in 1868 
puts the heavily anticipated “Big 
One” to occur by 2028.
“When the ‘Big One’ hits, 
even those of us who remember 
1989 will be in for a very 
unpleasant surprise,” Petsche 
said. “It’s going to be devastating 
and its effects will be long 
lasting.”
Sam Brannan is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
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play soccer on Tower Lawn 
where they gathered for 
class following the Loma 
Prieta earthquake. Second: 
pipes run next to where 
cracks were found on the 
Engineering Building. Third: 
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same steps firefighters ran 
up 25 years ago. Bottom: 
phantom phonebooths’ 
footprints remain where 
students gathered to call 
their relatives.
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By Sonya Herrera
@Sonya_M_Herrera
A new app founded by two San Jose State 
brothers allows students to buy, sell and 
trade textbooks.
Wissam Habr, a senior packaging major, 
is the vice president of BookSmart.
He said he and his brother, alumnus Ed-
war Habr, came up with the idea for a book-
trading app.
“We want students to have a better aca-
demic experience without worrying about 
the prices of their school books,” Habr said.
Other students involved in BookSmart 
include Richard Ayala, communications 
major; Kareem Khattab, software engineer-
ing major; and Michael David and Johnny 
Lui, computer science majors.
According to Habr, BookSmart is available 
at campuses across the U.S., but is mostly used at 
San Jose State, Cal Poly University at Pomona, UC 
San Diego and University of Oregon.
To use the app, students specify their cam-
pus, scan the barcode of their textbook, list its 
condition and set the desired price. The book 
is then entered into BookSmart’s database 
where all BookSmart users can find it and see 
at which campus it’s being sold from.
Habr said the app is very small and takes a 
small  amount of space compared to the Face-
book app on a smartphone. He encouraged 
students to begin uploading their books to 
BookSmart for next semester’s buyers.
“It’s really easy, really fast ... you might as well 
just take care of it now and sell it later,” Habr said.
While some students could benefit from 
such an app, others might not.
Junior nursing major Cristina Flores said the 
nursing program usually requires new textbooks 
and sometimes provides lower-priced textbook 
bundles at the bookstore. While this makes book-
buying easier and more convenient, Flores said 
she still seeks her books at lower prices online.
“I tend to go elsewhere,” Flores said. “But I 
know first semester, it was really, really conve-
nient when I was running around with my head 
chopped off like a chicken.”
Due to her major, Flores would not be able to 
take full advantage of an app like BookSmart. 
She said that while she’d consider selling a few 
non-major-specific books, such as those used 
for her professional role development class, 
she prefers to keep major-specific books.
“We’re pretty much encouraged to keep our 
textbooks to go back to as references,” Flores said.
BookSmart is not the only app on the 
market for buying and selling books. Similar 
apps include Cash4Books, Textbook Buy Back 
Comparison by BookScouter and Bookbyte.
Cash4Books works by having students 
scan a textbook’s barcode or entering the 
textbook’s ISBN. Students then receive a 
price quote and print a prepaid shipping 
label to mail their textbook. Payments are 
delivered via check or PayPal.
Bookbyte and BookScouter’s Textbook 
Buy Back Comparison work similarly, ex-
cept details regarding shipping costs and 
payment methods. The main difference 
between these other apps and BookSmart is 
that these apps do not allow for trading be-
tween students from campuses nearby.
The ability to find lower-priced books on 
campus has limited usefulness at San Jose State.
Kevin Ariente is the textbook buyer at 
San Jose State University’s Spartan Book-
store. He deals directly with faculty and 
purchases textbooks based on their orders 
for each semester.
Ariente said his estimation is less than 2 
percent of textbooks ordered are “custom book 
titles,” or titles that would only be available at 
SJSU. Thus, the vast majority of textbooks SJSU 
needs are available for purchase off campus.
Despite students’ ability to find text-
books through other media, BookSmart of-
fers something similar book-selling apps do 
not: a sense of community.
“This is a better way for students not 
only to buy their books at a cheaper price, 
but also to meet with other students in their 
major,” Habr said.
BookSmart is available on the iTunes 
store and Google Play.
Sonya Herrera is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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By Samuel Brannan
@SamBrannan
Nearly 3,000 people who 
are directly or indirectly af-
fected by Alzheimer’s dis-
ease gathered at Arena Green 
last Saturday morning to 
participate in the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s hosted by 
the Alzheimer’s Association.
A total of 298 teams 
walked with family mem-
bers and friends, support-
ing and raising awareness 
for Alzheimer’s disease, a 
type of dementia.
With a goal of $850,000 
dollars to raise, the walk fell 
short by $130,000 but still had 
strong teams, which managed 
to raise 85 percent of its  goal.
Alzheimer’s Association’s 
Chief Program Officer Eliza-
beth Edgerly was there to 
help organize the event. 
She joined the associa-
tion in 1995 and oversees 
all chapter programs for 
people with dementia, their 
families and professionals.
“The reason why everyone 
has turned out today is be-
cause we want to create a dif-
ferent future,” Edgerly said. 
“We don’t want Alzheimer’s 
in our future and we’re strug-
gling with disease currently in 
Northern California.”
There are about 200,000 
people with Alzheimer’s or 
another type of dementia in 
Northern California alone, ac-
cording to Edgerly.
“It’s a very costly disease 
both in the emotional cost 
with the challenges with a de-
cline in their functioning and 
then their family needs to step 
in,” Edgerly said. “It doesn’t 
just affect the individual, it af-
fects everyone around them.”
The San Jose walk was 
just one of 17 Walks to End 
Alzheimer’s in Northern 
California and hundreds 
nationwide.
Teams are created to walk 
the event, representing one 
or more individuals suffering 
from dementia and to ulti-
mately donate to the cause.
Participants and their 
teams listened to live music 
by Men Behaving Loudly and 
speeches from donors and the 
CEO of the Northern Califor-
nia chapter of Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, Ben Fisher.
Sonia Calvo volunteered 
as a committee member for 
the event and helped dis-
tribute promise flowers in 
a variety of colors, which in-
dicate the relation that the 
walker has to the disease.
“Our first year we carried 
yellow flowers, and after she 
passed in 2012, we now car-
ry purple flowers for mom,” 
Calvo said. “The cause is 
very true to my heart.”
Judy Romero and her fam-
ily, who flew from across the 
country, are in their fourth 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s.
“Last year I carried the yel-
low flower because my mom 
was diagnosed and champi-
oned for ten years,” Romero 
said. “She lost the battle in 
June, so this year on the walk, 
my flower is purple.”
The walk began at 10 a.m. 
and circled around Down-
town San Jose, stretching all 
the way to Fourth Street and 
back to the SAP Center. 
The group of 3,000 walk-
ers, with their colored flowers, 
filled the streets and grabbed 
attention from many passing 
by in cars.
“It’s important for the 
community because I can 
see other people with yel-
low flowers, which means 
their family member is 
suffering currently, which 
means I can go up to them 
and give them a big hug and 
say ‘I know what you’re go-
ing through,’” said Romero.
The Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation is more than an event 
organizer — it also works to 
eliminate Alzheimer’s dis-
ease completely. 
Founded in 1980, the as-
sociation works on a global, 
national and local level to en-
hance care and support for all 
those affected by Alzheimer’s 
and other types of dementia, 
according to its website.
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s 
(CDC) National Center for 
Health Statistics released 
final 2007 data showing 
that Alzheimer’s disease 
is now our sixth-leading 
cause of death.
“Half of all people with 
Alzheimer’s or another type 
of dementia are never diag-
nosed,” Edgerly said. “We’re 
really trying to get people to 
understand that forgetting 
your child’s name and not rec-
ognizing people who you know 
well is not normal aging.”
Samuel Brannan is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
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San Jose’s Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s raises funds, 
awareness for dementia
Visit http://events.sjsu.edu for more campus events. 
Turn in a event form for it to appear on the next Sparta Guide in 
Dwight Bentel Hall 209. Sparta Guide events are free of charge.
Graduate on Time! 
Take high-demand courses online
Spartans Online
online.sjsu.edu
•  
 
•
-week online courses 
October  – December 
 per course
Register today! 
BUS3 12: Money Matters (AREA E)
COMM 41: Critical Decision Making (AREA A3)
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ACROSS
 1 Plane  
measure
 5 “___ and Sen-
sibility”
 10 Letts live here
 14 Mosaic piece
 15 Filtered  
letter
 16 Eurasia’s ___ 
Mountains
 17 The coping 
limit
 20 Agent’s 15 
percent, e.g.
 21 Sign to be 
interpreted
 22 Beach 
mounds
 23 Get via trick-
ery
 25 Cage  
for chicks
 27 Early man?
 28 Most raspy, 
as a voice
 32 Cosmetic 
additive
 35 Apt rhyme for 
“stash”
 36 Seven, on 
some clocks
 37 “Cool it!”
 41 Preschooler
 42 Fencing 
blades
 43 One  
teaching 
econ or 
psych, e.g.
 44 Subjects of 
some alerts
 46 Relative of an 
ostrich
 48 Make  
the cut?
 49 Ivories tickler
 53 Heavy, plus
 56 “Sex and the 
___”
57 Without prec-
edent
 58 Lose one’s 
cool
 62 Fill with gas
 63 Prepare for 
winter takeoff
 64 It may be on 
your side
 65 Dried up
 66 Make 
changes to
 67 Brewski top-
per
DOWN
 1 Ofﬁce work-
ers, collec-
tively
 2 Mushroom 
caps
 3 Microsoft co-
founder
 4 “Natal” lead-
in
 5 Of pleasing 
appearance
 6 Speaker 
between 
speeches
 7 Indian  
ﬂatbread
 8 Covetous-
ness, for one
 9 Shade tree
 10 Increases, as 
a bill
 11 Kurdistan 
locale
 12 Plum variety
 13 Brown brews
 18 Canceled, to 
NASA
 19 Fan-club 
member, es-
sentially
 24 Aid an  
arsonist, e.g.
 25 Chanel and 
O’Brien
 26 Island near 
Kauai
 28 Garﬁeld’s 
predecessor
 29 “Thanks ___ 
so much”
 30 Missile 
“house”
 31 Little quarrel
 32 Play things
 33 Belt feature
 34 Not fooled by
 35 Shop  
assistant
 38 Type of 
pitcher
 39 Crude 
bunch?
 40 Made, as cot-
ton candy
 45 Dr. Scholl’s 
purchase
 46 “I don’t care 
which”
 47 Poet  
Angelou
49 Fragment
 50 Low-budget 
ﬁlm, often
 51 Historic  
Alabama city
 52 Jacket mate-
rial
 53 Does in, in 
mob slang
 54 “NYPD ____”
 55 Ogler
 56 Bill in a res-
taurant
 59 Vitamin-regu-
lating agcy.
 60 ___ Aviv
 61 Degree in 
math?
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively
  Crossword PuzzleSudoku  Puzzle
Previous solutions
Purchase your Spartan Shoutouts: 
(1) 2x2 shoutout up to 100 characters - $2.00
(1) 2x2 shoutout with picture - $5.00
Join the conversation! Follow us on 
Twitter! @spartandaily
To: Jakub Tripodi   Love: Jessi
Jessica’s Shoutout
Shoutout to the Aquatic 
Center Staff! You are 
amazing!
Rachael’s Shoutout
From:  Rachael
Desiree’s Shoutout
You’re my 
boy Blue!
To: Michael From: Des
“A thousand moments spent 
alone are worth the one I wait 
to spend with you.”  
99 more days. My brouku, miele, 
boo.. 
Ti voglio bene! <3  
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‘Forgotten Memories’ captures mystery of abandoned homes
By Lauren Hernandez
@LaurenPorFavor
Photography enthusiasts filed into the art 
department’s Gallery 5 to view senior Rebecca 
Glashan’s BFA show “Forgotten Memories” on 
Tuesday. 
Glashan’s show is part of the department 
of art and art history’s weekly Tuesday gallery 
showings that partially fulfill the require-
ments for the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.
After this past summer came and went 
and she had not established her show’s theme, 
Glashan decided to build upon a growing col-
lection of photographs she took that drew her 
attention — abandoned houses.
“In the beginning I was just taking them 
because they were abandoned houses around 
where I lived,” Glashan said. “I was like, I’m 
just going to take this and expand on it, and 
I’m going to make it truly what I want it to be.”
Glashan is from Hollister, an area populat-
ed of vast farmland and neglected houses and 
barns, which served as an inspiration to travel 
up and down California farmland in a quest to 
capture abandoned homes. 
In solitude, Glashan drove an average of 
150 miles each day of shooting to reach forsak-
en urban farmland roads in Hollister, Gilroy, 
San Juan Bautista and Modesto.
“The whole idea behind it is that these 
farmers and ranchers still have their land and 
have the house on the land, yet they have de-
cided to leave the house there and work around 
it,” Glashan said. “They could tear it down and 
use that land to their advantage to have more 
crops or have more acres to make profit on.”
Many of the wood houses were intact, some 
more than others. Uneven foundations ran 
crooked along the earth, withered roof panels 
were unhinged and doors remained ajar in sev-
eral of the uninhabited structures. The land 
surrounding the houses was scarce with the 
exception of  a few cows grazing nearby.
Ashley Jimenez, National Hispanic Uni-
versity alumna, said she loved how Glashan 
captured each house because it allowed attend-
ees some creative freedom while interpreting 
the work.
“You can create your own stories behind 
each one of them if you wanted to,” Jimenez 
said.
Although the stories behind these aban-
doned houses were a mystery, Glashan said she 
wants to return to each of photographed hous-
es and attempt to contact the landowners to 
learn about the rich history of the buildings.
“If I had the time and the guts to go out 
there, I would find the owners of the house, 
track them down and talk to them to ask what 
happened,” Glashan said. “Why are they not 
living there anymore? Why they are not tear-
ing it down?”
Glashan said she wishes to continue with 
her project and photograph more of the Cen-
tral Valley and Northern California and even-
tually compile her images into a book.
Nobuki Fujioka, sophomore business mar-
keting major, said it was his first time visiting 
the Tuesday gallery showings and thought it 
was interesting to hear Glashan explain her 
photographs and process to attendees.
“It definitely reminded me of where my 
dad came from because he came from Japan 
and there was a lot was farmland,” Fujioka 
said.
Many of the attendees encircled Glashan’s 
“Campbell House,” a photo of a dilapidated 
cream-colored, one-story home, almost swal-
lowed in dead, yellow grass, had sunken holes 
in the wood panels and tangled white blinds 
that hung lifelessly from windows.
Keith Daly, spatial arts graduate student, 
said “Campbell House” is one of the photos 
that drew his attention the most in the gal-
lery.
“I like that it’s frontal,” Daly said. “It’s a 
very direct shot.”
Glashan said she hopes attendees walk 
away from her gallery showing with a little 
more knowledge about how common these 
abandoned houses are and considers the his-
tory behind them.
“Kind of just realizing what I realized 
while finding them and shooting them, that 
these are out there and it makes you think 
about why they’re abandoned on farmland 
that is being worked,” Glashan said.
Glashan’s “Forgotten Memories” photog-
raphy exhibit opened Monday and ends to-
night.
Lauren Hernandez is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Lauren Hernandez | Spartan Daily
Keith Daly, spatial arts graduate student, views Rebecca Glashan’s work as she tells attendees her photography process at the “For-
gotten Memories” opening reception on Tuesday.
Lauren Hernandez |Spartan Daily
“Campbell House”  hangs on the pristine wall of Rebecca Glashans’s “Forgotten Memo-
ries” opening reception on Tuesday.
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Phenomenally Accepting perceived fl aws in our bodies
Why should I have to feel ashamed for 
existing?
One topic that has been popping up for 
me is body image, particularly when it 
comes to fat people.
I like to write about things everyone 
is afraid to talk about — and it seems like 
everyone is afraid of their own body.
When people refer to their body as fat 
or when they talk about fat in general, they 
usually have a negative tone to their voice.
People, women in particular, can talk for 
hours about how much they hate their body 
and never spend even one second talking 
about what they love.
These are the same people who will list 
a thousand things when you ask them what 
and whom they love.
But they will never say they love themselves.
The body positive movement is this 
concept that all bodies, big, small, athletic, 
curvy — whatever your body looks like — is 
the right kind of body to have.
This topic is very close to my heart 
because I spent so many years hating the 
way I looked.
And I decided to write about it because 
I have been consistently hearing negative 
things directed toward fat people.
I am fat, and anytime I say I 
am, I am told that I’m not, that 
I’m beautiful.
It is almost as if people cannot 
or refuse to admit that fat people 
can be attractive.
When I was 12 years old, I be-
came painfully aware of my size.
I was fat, knocking on being six 
feet and was extremely awkward.
According to dosomething.
org, 95 percent of people with 
eating disorders are between the 
ages of 12 and 25.
And approximately 91 percent of women 
are unhappy with their 
bodies and resort to dieting 
to achieve their ideal body 
shape— a body shape only 5 
percent of the country natu-
rally possess.
The topic of weight and 
health are always brought 
up whenever a fat girl 
preaches about loving her body. 
Fat people are fully aware they are fat.
They do not need anyone to point out 
that fact to them.
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s website states during 
the past 20 years, there has been a 
dramatic increase in obesity in the 
United States and rates remain high.
The Weight-Control Informa-
tion Network says more than two 
in three adults are considered 
overweight or obese and about 
one-third of children and adoles-
cents ages six to 19 are considered 
to be overweight or obese.
In 2013, the American Medi-
cal Association voted to classify 
obesity as a disease.
Essentially, 78 million American adults 
and 12 million Ameri-
can children were con-
sidered to have a medical 
condition.
Many experts and 
doctors voiced their 
opinions on this contro-
versial topic, including 
Andrew Weil, the direc-
tor of the Arizona Center for Integrative 
Medicine at the University of Arizona.
In a June 2013 Prevention Magazine ar-
ticle titled “Is Obesity a Disease,” Weil said 
he does not consider obesity a disease.
He stated, “It is a condition, which may 
be associated with increased risk of certain 
diseases.”
He also said it is possible to be obese and 
healthy.
Obesity is not contagious; someone can’t 
catch or ‘come down’ with obesity.
The last time I saw my OB-GYN, she told 
me to eat a balanced diet, get regular physi-
cal activity and to not use drugs.
She said I was healthy, but I had to think 
long term when it came to my physical health.
I agree I need to be more physical, but 
the only opinion about my body that mat-
ters is my own opinion.
As I walk through campus, ignoring 
the subtle glances and raised eyebrows 
my thighs receive, I remind myself  other 
people’s ideas or hate toward my body does 
not matter.
I have been shamed for being fat, and the 
amount of energy I put into telling myself 
to ignore it is honestly exhausting.
Women should be advocates for spread-
ing positive body images for younger gen-
erations to love the skin they are in.
Jerica Lowman is the Spartan Daily Opin-
ion Editor. “Phenomenally Feminist” usually 
appears on Thursday.
Follow Jerica on 
Twitter 
@thehellajerica
ONE WORD
WISDOM BYWESMOOTS
I’ll never forget getting in trouble while 
simultaneously making my college Spanish 
instructor nearly fall over laughing.
“Hola,” not to be confused with “holla,” 
which would be a very different subject alto-
gether, is one of many words which is used 
without consideration most of the time.
The Spanish word for “hello,” “hola” is 
one of dozens of greetings I use day to day 
around the Bay Area.
Stop.
Think for a moment about this: how 
many times do you greet people every day, 
and how much thought do you put into 
your choice of greeting?
When I use Spanish phrases, be it “hola” 
“que paso?” or “bienvenidos,” I’m rarely ad-
dressing a native Spanish speaker.
The language I use in greeting has noth-
ing to do with the person I’m speaking to or 
the connection between us.
Far too often it’s simply the first word 
that comes to mind as a result of growing 
up in a city where hearing Spanish is nearly 
as common as hearing English.
My mother’s sister married into a Cuban 
family; as a result, I grew up 
hearing the Cuban dialect of 
Spanish often.
There aren’t too many dif-
ferences for me, besides the fact 
most of the time Cuban Spanish 
is spoken much faster than the 
Mexican dialect more common-
ly spoken in San Jose.
From a young age I had an 
easier time understanding what 
people said in Spanish than I did 
speaking it myself.
Three years of Spanish les-
sons in elementary school, two years in 
high school and two semesters in college 
and I still have a hard time conjugating 
some of the most basic verbs.
As I sat in my second semester of college 
Spanish, a classmate leaned over and asked 
me, “How do you say ‘global warming’ in 
Spanish?”
Without noticing the teacher coming 
down the aisle behind me, I gave a casual 
shrug and said, “el mundo caliente.”
Our instructor almost collapsed with 
laughter while she tried to correct 
me, telling my classmate that the 
Spanish term for “global warm-
ing” was not “the warm world.”
Simple misunderstandings like 
this happen all the time and often 
without thought.
When I greet others on campus, 
it is common to ask how someone 
is doing or feeling, but rare for 
either of us to stop and listen with 
an expectation of any response but 
“fine” or “good.”
We all recognize the social 
obligation to recognize the presence of 
someone we know as we pass them in the 
quad, on the lawn or in the halls, but it is 
rare for us to stop and take the time to go 
beyond that obligation.
Of course, there are exceptions to this.
I know a handful of friends, faculty 
and staff on campus who converse after 
acknowledging how the other is doing.
When we claim to be too busy, to have 
no time or to be distracted, it means we are 
so wrapped up in our own lives that we have 
no expectation a greeting should include a 
connection.
Are people so busy with their lives that 
they can’t stop for 30 seconds to acknowledge 
someone has come back into their lives even for 
a brief moment. 
I’m as guilty of this as anyone.
I’ll give a head nod or a quick wave to peo-
ple I’ve had classes with, people I’ve worked 
on group projects with and co-workers I’ve 
worked, sweat and occasionally bled with.
It doesn’t even occur to me that I might 
be better for connecting with them, or that 
they may be in desperate need of anyone to 
connect with them.
I still can’t tell you what the actual 
translation is for ‘global warming’ in 
Spanish, but after thinking about it, maybe 
I should put a little more effort into my 
greetings when I see someone I know and 
say more than “hola.”
Wes Moots is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
“One Word Wisdom” usually appears every 
Thursday. Tweet a single world to his Twitter 
handle with the tag “#OneWordWisdom” and 
your word could be covered in a future column.
Follow Wes Moots 
on Twitter 
@Stevewes
The only opinion 
about my body 
that matters is my 
own opinion
Hola: Obligation to say ‘hello’ overshadows 
lack of real conversation with old friends  
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After the final bye week of the season, the 
San Jose State football team returns to Moun-
tain West action at the University of Wyoming 
on Saturday.
The Spartans (2-3, 1-1) have been focusing on 
keeping the momentum at practice the last two 
weeks to prepare for the Cowboys (3-3, 1-1).
“We’ve had some long simulated drives to 
face the tempo and conditioning factor,” said 
San Jose State head coach Ron Caragher. “We’re 
doing our best to simulate game speed during a 
bye week.”
With both of the Spartans’ bye weeks 
behind them, they now face a seven game 
stretch in seven weeks with five games 
on the road.
“We’re not even at the halfway point if you 
look at the number of games played,” Caragher 
said.
Quarterback junior Joe Gray will make his 
third career start and first career road start 
against the Cowboys.
“He’s got a good arm, good athleticism,” 
Caragher said. “He feels the game well.”
Caragher described Gray as a quarterback 
that doesn’t force things down the field and 
takes what the defense gives him, but when 
given the opportunity to strike, he’ll launch the 
ball down field.
Gray completed his longest pass of the sea-
son against UNLV when he connected with 
Hansell Wilson for a 51-yard touchdown pass.
Gray stepped in for the Spartans in a relief 
role in the first three games, including two 
road appearances.
On the road against Auburn and Minnesota, 
Gray completed 5 of 9 passes for 61-yards and 
one interception.
Junior wide receiver Tyler Ervin has become 
the Spartans’ multipurpose player this season 
with rushing, receiving and returning punts 
and kickoffs.
“Week by week we’re giving him more and 
more,” Caragher said.
Ervin has rushed for 221 yards this season, 
including an explosive 83-yard touchdown 
against UNLV.
Through the air, Ervin has 11 receptions for 
139-yards and a 75-yard touchdown pass from 
graduate student and quarterback Blake Jurich 
against Auburn.
Caragher is looking for another strong per-
formance from the Spartans’ defense against 
the Cowboys.
San Jose State continues to lead the Moun-
tain West with the top defense and pass defense.
The Spartans have held opponents to 
an average of 320-total yards per game and 
89.6-yards passing.
The Cowboys are ranked last in the 
Mountain West in total offense, averaging 
335.8-yards per game and senior quarterback 
Colby Kirkegaard averages 204.7-yards passing.
Caragher emphasized the leadership from 
the veterans on the defensive secondary for be-
ing so successful.
“The communication on the back end of our 
defense has been very good,” Caragher said.
Graduate student and safety Forrest High-
tower has three pass breakups, an interception 
and a sack for the Spartans this season.
The defense has also seen the emergence of 
true freshman Maurice McKnight at corner-
back.
McKnight has played in all five games for 
San Jose State, breaking up four passes and in-
tercepting one against UNLV.
The Spartans have been missing two produc-
tive players on offense this season and look to 
get them back this week for the Cowboys.
Sophomore tight end Billy Freeman has 
been out of action since injuring his ankle in a 
loss to Nevada on Sept. 27.
Caragher said the coaching staff is taking 
Freeman’s injury day by day and seeing how 
he performs this week running full speed and 
with contact.
Freeman has been practicing all week with 
the team and is eager to play against Wyoming.
Still recovering from a foot injury, suffered 
in the season opener against North Dakota, 
sophomore running back Thomas Tucker’s 
timeline for return is still uncertain.
“From what we’ve seen so far, we’re not ready 
to give (Tucker) clearance to play,” Caragher said.
San Jose State has faced Wyoming eight 
times since 1959 with the Cowboys leading the 
series 6-2.
The Spartans won last year’s match up 51-44 
at Spartan Stadium to snap three consecutive 
victories by the Cowboys.
The last time San Jose State beat Wyoming at 
War Memorial Stadium in Laramie, Wyo. was a 
26-24 win in 1992.
The Spartans and Cowboys kickoff Saturday 
at 1 p.m. (PT).
The game will be broadcasted online on 
ESPN3 and radio on KLIV 1590-AM.
Brian Stanley is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Spartans mount up after bye to lasso Cowboys
San Jose State (1-1) @ Wyoming (1-1)
Terrell Lloyd | SJSU Athletics
San Jose State Spartan sophomore tight end Billy Freeman runs up field after a reception against the University of Nevada, Reno Wolf Pack on Sept. 27 at Spartan Stadium.
San Jose State eager to see 
healthy return of key players
Spartan Weekend 
Home Schedule
Date Sport Opponent Location
Thursday W. Volleyball UNLV Spartan Gym
Friday M. Soccer Houston 
Baptist
Spartan 
Soccer Field
W. Soccer Colorado 
State
Spartan 
Soccer Field
Saturday W. Volleyball San Diego 
State
Spartan Gym
Sunday M. Soccer Incarnate 
Word
Spartan 
Soccer Field
W. Soccer Wyoming Spartan 
Soccer Field
Infographic by Colton Seike
Information compiled from SJSU Athletics
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Tuesday, October 21
11:30am -1:30pm | student union patio
student union, inc. PRESENTS
WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SPARTAN SHOPS
FREE T-SHIRTS, FOOD, & GAMES!
While supplies last
Festival 20
14
